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he core value of science is the truth. When scientists see
that an equation on the blackboard is wrong, they call it
out. Facts form the foundation of our professional world
as the stewards of truth, so to see falsities about the war atrocities
in Ukraine deliberately multiplied over and over again by Putin’s
propaganda machine and other actors on the international scene
is devastating. In our very recent past, the possibility of Russian
tanks rolling into Ukraine seemed remote, like a scene from a
surrealistic dystopian movie, but the devastating reality is now
upon us. This result is the shocking consequence of untruths and
half-truths that have been overlooked for far too long. Tragic
faults are playing out in front of us, demonstrating once again the
power of political lies that we far too often dismiss as “obvious”.
It is our duty as scientists and human beings to ensure that the
truth of this wrong turn of history is delivered openly and
honestly, regardless of international borders.
As a global community, we must make our voices heard,
louder now than ever, because if we do not, such atrocities may
multiply. We must do it for the sake of our colleagues in Ukraine
whose scientiﬁc endeavors have been brutally interrupted. We
must do it for the citizens of Ukraine whose lives are being
uprooted and whose families are suﬀering. We must do it for
both our colleagues in and the citizens of Russia who have the
courage to adhere to the core scientiﬁc and human values
condemning the war, regardless of their own safety.

It is time to unite scientists against the
war movement. The world can live
without even the best papers that we
can write and publish, but it will not
survive without people whose credo is
scientiﬁc truth.
This war jeopardizes the free ﬂow of science that is
fundamental to the core value of our disciplines. The scientiﬁc
community and our governments must help our Ukrainian
colleagues, and yet we must also break down the stereotypes of
our colleagues from Russia and its allies. Collaboration and
collegiality in diﬃcult times are imperative to the advancement
of science. Political strife disrupts this permanence.
This war will have devastating consequences that we may not
yet fully appreciate. It is time to unite scientists against the war
movement uniﬁed in these core values. The world can live
without even the best papers that we can write and publish, but it
will not survive without people whose credo is the scientiﬁc
truth.
Published XXXX by American Chemical
Society

■

Nicholas A. Kotov orcid.org/0000-0002-6864-5804
Deji Akinwande orcid.org/0000-0001-7133-5586
C. Jeﬀrey Brinker orcid.org/0000-0002-7145-9324
Jillian M. Buriak orcid.org/0000-0002-9567-4328
Warren C. W. Chan orcid.org/0000-0001-5435-4785
Xiaodong Chen orcid.org/0000-0002-3312-1664
Manish Chhowalla orcid.org/0000-0002-8183-4044
William Chueh orcid.org/0000-0002-7066-3470
Sharon C. Glotzer orcid.org/0000-0002-7197-0085
Yury Gogotsi orcid.org/0000-0001-9423-4032
Mark C. Hersam orcid.org/0000-0003-4120-1426
Dean Ho orcid.org/0000-0002-7337-296X
Tony Hu orcid.org/0000-0002-5166-4937
Ali Javey orcid.org/0000-0001-7214-7931
Cherie R. Kagan orcid.org/0000-0001-6540-2009
Kazunori Kataoka orcid.org/0000-0002-8591-413X
Il-Doo Kim orcid.org/0000-0002-9970-2218
Shuit-Tong Lee orcid.org/0000-0003-1238-9802
Young Hee Lee orcid.org/0000-0001-7403-8157
Luis M. Liz-Marzán orcid.org/0000-0002-6647-1353
Jill E. Millstone orcid.org/0000-0002-9499-5744
Paul Mulvaney orcid.org/0000-0002-8007-3247
Andre E. Nel orcid.org/0000-0002-5232-4686
Peter Nordlander orcid.org/0000-0002-1633-2937
Wolfgang J. Parak orcid.org/0000-0003-1672-6650
Reginald M. Penner orcid.org/0000-0003-2831-3028
Andrey L. Rogach orcid.org/0000-0002-8263-8141
Mathieu Salanne orcid.org/0000-0002-1753-491X
Raymond E. Schaak orcid.org/0000-0002-7468-8181
Ajay K. Sood orcid.org/0000-0002-4157-361X
Molly Stevens orcid.org/0000-0002-7335-266X
Vladimir Tsukruk orcid.org/0000-0001-5489-0967
Andrew T. S. Wee orcid.org/0000-0002-5828-4312
Ilja Voets orcid.org/0000-0003-3543-4821
Tanja Weil orcid.org/0000-0002-5906-7205
Paul S. Weiss orcid.org/0000-0001-5527-6248

AUTHOR INFORMATION

Complete contact information is available at:

A

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.2c02602
ACS Nano XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXX

Editorial

www.acsnano.org

ACS Nano

www.acsnano.org

Editorial

https://pubs.acs.org/10.1021/acsnano.2c02602
Notes

Views expressed in this editorial are those of the authors and not
necessarily the views of the ACS.

B

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.2c02602
ACS Nano XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXX

